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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following .informalities: 

The claim states the metal electrode layer is used to provide a voltage to the 
electroluminescent layer "from its behind." The phrase 'from its behind' is unclear as to 
how behind the electroluminescent layer is judged. The Examiner recommends using 
terminology similar to what is used in claim 12 where the front of the screen is relative to 
the viewing location of the display screen. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 3 and 8 recite the limitation "each pixel" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

3. Claim 9 recites the limitation "same pixel" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

4. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kawai 
et al. (EP 1098376), hereinafter Kawai. 

Regarding claim 1 , Kawai discloses a display system with two displays 
superimposed on each other. The first display (Fig. 1 , elements 201-205) possess a 
plurality of emission areas (Fig. 2, element A) and a plurality of transmission areas (Fig. 
1, element 205) that are disposed in areas not occupied by the emission areas. Kawai 
further discloses a second display unit behind the first display unit (Fig. 1 , elements 
401-405). The display devices are described in Kawai, paragraphs 36-44. 

Regarding claim 2, Kawai teaches the second display having discrete emission 
areas for emitting light within the display (Fig. 2, the unlabeled white ovals between 
layers 402 and 403 are light emitting areas). 

Regarding claim 3, Kawai teaches the light emitting layers being disposed as 
pixels within the display (Fig. 2; paragraphs 42-44). 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, Kawai discloses the emission areas of the second 
display line up with the transmission areas of the first display (Fig. 2, the emission areas 
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line up with the transmission areas, element 205) and the emission areas of the second 
display are of a size of the transmission areas of the first display. 

Regarding claim 6, Kawai discloses the second display is an electroluminescent 
display device (paragraphs 38-44). 

Regarding claim 7, Kawai discloses a display device (Figs. 1 and 2, elements 
201-205) with a plurality of areas for emitting light (Fig. 2, element A) and a plurality of 
areas for transmitting light (Fig. 1 , element 205) that are separate from the emission 
areas. 

Regarding claim 8, Kawai discloses the emission areas as pixels within the plane 
(paragraphs 36-44). 

Regarding claim 9, Kawai discloses the transmission areas emission areas are 
part of the same pixel (paragraphs 36-44). The Examiner notes that a emission area 
could be grouped with a transmission area and be considered a single pixel. 

Regarding claim 10, Kawai discloses a non-transmissive electrode behind the 
emissive areas (Fig. 2, element 204). Kawai further discloses that the electrodes are 
formed of metallic alloys that would be inherently reflective. The transmissive areas are 
formed in between the reflective areas (Fig. 2, elements 204 and 205). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Kawai discloses the metallic electrode being formed behind 
the electroluminescent areas (Fig. 2, elements A and 204). 

Regarding claim 12, Kawai discloses the other electrode being a transparent 
electrode layer towards the front of the screen (Fig. 1, element 201 ). 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hattori et al. (USPN: 5912649) discloses a display device with 
two transparent display devices with reflective elements and emitting areas and 
transmitting areas. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven E. Holton whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7903. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on (571 ) 272-7764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Steven E. Holton 
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